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magnitude; but our atoms are not either the points or the solids

ofgeometry, but compact bodies, which, ifthey were large enough,

you could see and touch. ..." . . .The atom thus ceased to be

confused with the unit of number and the point of geometry, and

became a purely physical body whose essential property was

impenetrability.' The answer of Leucippus and Democritus was

not, however, the only possible answer to Zeno: it could equally

easily have been granted that physical matter, like geometrical

magnitude, was infinitely divisible. This, as is evident from 499, is

the answer that Anaxagoras chose to give. 'I grant', he means,
'that physical matter, like geometrical magnitude, is infinitely

divisible
;
but physical matter composes sensible bodies, and since

sensible bodies exist and have magnitude, the same must be true

of physical matter. However far you subdivide matter [Zeller's

reading TOjjirj for TO
jjif] is attractive], you can never reduce it to

sheer nothingness ; even the smallest imaginable particle must still

possess some magnitude. In consequence each thing is indeed both

great and small : great because it contains an infinite number of

parts, and small because those parts are themselves of an infinite-

simal smallness.' Anaxagoras' theory of matter is in fact deli-

berately adopted, like that of the atomists, as an answer to Zeno
;

and when that answer is added to his answer to Parmenides, one

half of the basis of his system is now complete. He is enabled, by
his beliefin the infinite divisibility ofmatter, to devise a cosmogony
and to give an account of change which does indeed eliminate the

forbidden coming-into-being of what was not.

MIND

503 Fr. 12, Simplicius Phys. 164, 24 and 156, 13 TOC i^ev ocAAa

TTCCVTOS noTpav JJIETEXEI, voOs 8e eoriv aireipov xai ccuTOKpocres xal

n|jiKTai ou8evl xpifaari, ocAAa [Jiovog airros fep* iaurou eoriv. e! ufj

yap fep' ocuroO f)v, dcAAoc TECO EJJIEIJIEIKTO aAAco, JJIETEIXEV av CCTTCCVTCOV

Xprm&rcov, E! |jiiJiEiKT6 Tear ev -rravTi yap iravTos jjioipa EVEOTIV,

obcnrep iv TOI$ TrpoaOev uoi AAeKTar xal av eKcoAuev aurov TOC

COCTTE ur|Sev6$ XP^H^OS KpaTEiv 6|jioico$ cb$ Kal

503 All other things have a portion of everything, but Mind is infinite and self-ruled,

and is mixed with nothing but is all alone by itself. For if it was not by itself, but was

mixed with anything else, it would have a share of all things if it were mixed with any;

for in everything there is a portion ofeverything, as I said earlier; and the things that were

mingled with it would hinder it so that it could control nothing in the same way as it does
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|j6vov EOVTOC 89* eaurou. eori yap AeTTTOTardv TS iravTCov

xal KaOapcoTorov, Kai yvc^-r^v ye Trepl TiavTos Traaav ivyei Kal

laxuei neyioTOV Kal oaa ye yux^v exei, Kai TCC jJiei^co Kal TOC eAaaaco,

TrdvTcov voO$ KpareT. Kal Tffc Trepixcopfjaios Tffc aupTrdoris voOs

eKpdrriaev, a>ore irepixcopf^aai TTJV ocpx^v. Kal TrpcoTOv drro TOU

apiKpou f)paTO irepixcopeiv, errl 8e rrAeov TrepixcopeT, Kai Trepixcopr|<jei

errl mrAeov. Kal TOC aunjjiiaydiJEvd re Kal dTTOKpivopeva Kal SiaKpivo-

|jeva -rrdvTa eyvco vou$. Kal orroia ejjieAAev eae<r6ai Kal oiroia f|v, aaaa
vuv

jjif) EOTI, Kal oaa vuv ecrn Kal oiroia earrai, TravTa 5ieKoa|jir|ae vou$,

Kal TT^V Trepixcoprjaiv Taurr|v f^v vuv irepixcopei T(5c TC darpa Kal 6

f]Aios Kal f| aeAf|vr| Kal 6 cri]p Kal 6 al0r]p oi drroKpiv6[Jievoi. f| 6^

nepixcbpriais aurr| eTroiricrev oaroKpivecrOai. Kal dciroKpiveTai OCTTO TB

TOU dpaiou TO TTUKVOV Kal OTTO TOU yuxpoO TO OepjJiov Kal onro TOU

309epou TO Aa^rrpov Kal drro TOU 8iepou TO ^ripov. [JioTpai 84

TroAAal rroAAcov eiai, TravTarrao'i 84 ou8ev onroKpiveTai ouSe 8ia-

KpiveTai ETepov drro TOU eTepou TrAfiv vou. vou$ 8e TTOCS 6|Jiot6s eari

Kal 6 tJieijcov Kal 6 eAocTrcov. eTepov 8e ouSev ^crriv onoiov ouSevi,

aAA' OTCOV TrAeicrra evt, Toura evSrjAoTaTa ev EKaarov eori Kal f]v.

504 Fr. 13, Simplicius Phys. 300, 31 Kal ETTE! fjp^aTO 6 vous

KIVEIV, drro TOU KIVOUJJI^VOU iravTOs aireKpiveTO, Kal oaov EKivrjcrev 6

vous TTOCV TOUTO SieKpiOi^ Kivouiaevcov 8e Kal SiaKptvoiJievcov f)

TrepixcopTjais TToAAco naAAov ETTOIEI 8iaKpivcr0au

505 Fr. 9, ibid. 35, 14 . . .OUTGO TOUTCOV irepixcopouvTCOv TE Kal

now being alone by itself. For it is the finest of all things and the purest, it has all

knowledge about everything and the greatest power; and mind controls all things, both the

greater and the smaller, that have life. Mind controlled also the whole rotation, so that it

began to rotate in the beginning. And it began to rotatefirstfrom a small area, but it now

rotates over a wider and will rotate over a wider area still. And the things that are mingled

and separated and divided off, all are known by Mind. And all things that were to be, all

things that were but are not now, all things that are now or that shall be, Mind arranged

them all, including this rotation in which are now rotating the stars, the sun and moon, the

air and the aither that are being separated off. And this rotation caused the separating off.

And the dense is separated offfrom the rare, the hotfrom the cold, the brightfrom the dark

and the dryfrom the moist. But there are many portions of many things, and nothing is

altogether separated offnor divided onefrom the other except Mind. Mind is all alike, both

the greater and the smaller quantities of it, while nothing else is like anything else, but each

single body is and was most plainly those things of which it contains most.

504 And when Mind initiated motion, from all that was moved separation began, and

as much as Mind moved was all divided off; and as things moved and were divided off, the

rotation greatly increased the process of dividing.

505 . . .as these things rotated thus and were separated off by the force and speed (of
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ccTTOKpivouevcov OTTO phis TE Kal Tccxv/rfJTO$. |3rnv 8k f)

TTOIEI. f\ SE Taxurf]$ aOrcov ouSevl EOIKE xfrfjiuxri TTJV TaxvrfJTa TGOV

vuv EOVTCOV xp"nu<5crcov EV dvOpcbirois, ccAAa TTOCVTCOS TroAAoarAaatcos

506 Fr. 14, t'AiW. 157, 7 6 S vous, 6s OCE{ cm, T6 K<ipTa [so Diels:

oaa ECFTI TE KccpTa Simplic. mss.] xai vuv eoriv Iva Kal TCC aAAa

C, v TCO iroAAcp irEpiexovTi Kal ev TOIS TrpoaKpiOETai KCCI ev TOIS

Another Parmenidean demand with which Anaxagoras had to

comply was that motion should not be simply taken for granted
but explained. In place of Empedocles' Love and Strife (moral
and psychological forces expressed in corporeal terms, see 424)

Anaxagoras substitutes the single intellectual motive force ofMind.

It too, like Love and Strife, has many of the qualities ofan abstract

principle.
c

It has all knowledge about everything, and the greatest

strength; it controls all things that have life
5

;
and 'it set in order

all things that were to be', including, of course, the cosmic revolu-

tion. Yet at the same time it is
'

the finest of all things and the

purest' ;
it is

*

all alike, both the larger and the smaller quantities' ;

and though it is 'mixed with nothing', it is none the less present

'there, where everything else is, in the surrounding mass, and in

what has been united and separated off'. Anaxagoras in fact is

striving, as had several of his predecessors, to imagine and describe

a truly incorporeal entity. But as with them, so still with him, the

only ultimate criterion of reality is extension in space. Mind, like

everything else, is corporeal, and owes its power partly to its

fineness, partly to the fact that it alone, though present in the

mixture, yet remains unmixed.

How Mind imparted the first rotatory movement is by no means

obvious; it may be that even Anaxagoras himself had no clear

mental picture of the process. It appears, however, that the area

affected was at first small but is still steadily increasing. The speed
ofthe revolution is immense, and therefore its effect on the original

mixture is very powerful (505). The immediate consequence is

progressive separation: the moment the rotation takes in a new

their rotation) . And the speed creates theforce. Their speed is like the speed ofnothing that

now exists among men, but it is altogether many times asfast.

506 But Mind, which ever is, is assuredly even now where everything else is too, in the

surrounding mass and in the things that have been either aggregated or separated.
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area, as it is doing all the time, the ingredients of that area begin
at once to separate off (504). It is in fact the rotation which is

directly responsible for the separation, which leads in turn to

cosmogony. Mind, having initiated the rotation, remains alone

ultimately responsible; but at the same time, as is evident from the

statement at the end of 504, once the original motion has been

imparted, purely mechanical factors begin to operate and the

agency of Mind itself becomes less direct. This is a feature of

Anaxagoras' system which, to the irritation of Plato and Aristotle

(see 522 and note), becomes more pronounced as his cosmogony

proceeds.
With the introduction of Mind the basis of the system is

complete. Anaxagoras is, like Empedocles, in a sense a dualist;

and his dualism is, for the first time, in a sense a dualism of Mind
and matter. 1 But both members of this dualism are peculiar.

Mind, like matter, is corporeal and owes its power over matter to

its fineness and purity. Matter itself, so far from being pure, is

originally at least an infinitely divisible mixture of every form of

substance that the world is ultimately to contain.

1 Gf. 507 Theophrastus Phys. Op. fr. 4 ap. Simplicium Phys. 27, 17

(DK59A4i) Kcd OUTGO jjiv Aajjipav6vTcov 66etev ocv 6 'Avaay6pas TCCS nv
uAtxas &PX&S ocrrdpovs iroteiv, ii]v 8 TTJ$ Kiv^aecos Kal TTJS yevtecos al-dav

IJiiav T6v vouv el 5e TI$ TTJV n( lv TCOV OCTT&VTCOV CiroAApoi niav elvai 9vcjiv

dopiorov Kal KOCT* eI8os KOC! KCCT& ulyeOos, aunpoavei 6uo TOCS ocpX^S ocur6v

Aysiv Ti*|v TE TOU drrrsipou 9vaiv KOCI T6v vouv.

IN EVERYTHING A PORTION OF EVERYTHING

508 Fr. 6, Simplicius Phys. 164, 26 Kal OTG 6e Tcrai jjioipod elai

TOU T6 laeyaAou Kal TOU ajaiKpou TtAfjOos, Kal ourcos av EIT^ iv

-rrocvTa* ou6J xP^ ^aTlv rfvai, aAAoc iravTa iravTos jaoipav

OT6 TOuAAxiorov \x\ eaTiv elvai, OUK Sv SOvaiTO x^picr^flvat, o08*

507 Such being their theory, Anaxagoras would appear to make his material principles

infinite, but the cause of motion and coming into being one only, namely Mind. But ifwe

were to suppose that the mixture ofall things was a single substance, indefinite both inform

and in extent, then itfollows that he is really affirming twofirst principles only, namely the

substance of the infinite and Mind.

508 And since the portions of the great and of the small are equal in number, so too all

things would be in everything. Nor is it possible that they should exist apart, but all things

have a portion of everything. Since it is not possible that there should be a smallest part,

nothing can be put apart nor come to be all by itself, but as things were originally, so they
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