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In order to understand Hegel’s gnomic oracle according to which the I is a We, the notion of a
personal subject is explained by its competence to perform personal roles in a pre-given
partition of roles. Explicit divisions of labour by contractual promises are special cases that
presuppose the general case of an already established social practice. On the other hand,
methodical individualism is right to stress that we actualize joint intentions only via
corresponding instantiations. In performing our parts, we form a plural subject, a we-group.
The result of what each of us does is what we do, and the generic We turns into the generic I.
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